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PROPOSAL

The Second Sex in the Third Reich:

Women in Nazi Germany

Course description and objectives:

Most research on Nazi Germany and World War II focuses on men and male experiences.  In contrast, this course focuses on the lives and experiences of German women during the Nazi Era (1933-1945).  We will seek to find answers to a variety of questions:  How did the Nazi Party understand women?  What roles were women supposed to play in Nazi Germany?  Why did some women support the Nazis?  How did Nazi policies impact the lives of women from different backgrounds, including Jewish women?   How did World War II impact German women?  And, finally, did gender play a role in the Holocaust?  If so, how?  


Course requirements:

The most important requirement for this class is your active and constant participation throughout the quarter.  You will be asked to read a number of historical documents for each class period.  All our readings will be primary sources which means that they derive directly from Nazi Germany and/or they are memoirs of individuals who lived in Nazi Germany.   (The reading schedule is listed below.)  I expect you to come to class with these readings completed, prepared to ask questions and participate in a discussion.


In addition you will be asked to view at least two of the films listed on the syllabus below.  These films are directly related to the materials we will be discussing.  Please note that the films will not be shown in class.  Instead you will have to check them out from your local library or a commercial video rental store and watch them outside of class.  (If you do not have access to a VCR or other viewing equipment, please let me know so we can make arrangements for you to watch the movies at a location on campus.)  You may choose any two of the films listed.  After viewing them you must turn in a brief paper (1-2 typed, double-spaced pages) in which you discuss how the film relates to the material discussed in class.  Please note that your papers are due during the class period following the one for which the film is listed.  The two short papers replace the midterm exam.


Finally, you will be asked to complete a brief take-home exam at the end of the quarter (approx. 5 typed, double-spaced pages).  The final exam question will be based on the readings assigned for the course.  You will not be required to conduct independent research or read additional materials.  

Required reading:

All reading materials will be provided in class or they will be available on-line through Carmen (www.carmen.osu.edu). Please note that it is your responsibility to make sure that you acquire the assigned reading in plenty of time to prepare thoroughly for class discussions.

Course Credit and Grading policies:


This will be a one (1) credit class.  You will receive a letter grade upon completion of the course.

Your grade will be based on your attendance, participation and written work.  Come to class.  Listen, discuss, ask questions, contribute your ideas.  It is part of learning and it is part of your grade.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a grade of “zero” for the “class participation” component of your grade.  A pattern of tardiness will also result in a reduced grade for this aspect of the course.

The following percentages represent the relative weight that will be given to each component of the course.  These are guidelines, not hard and fast rules.  I reward progress and effort.  Please fell free to discuss your general standing with me at any time during the quarter.




Class participation:
50%




Film response # 1:

10%




Film response # 2:

10%






Final exam:


30%

Other important information:
Students in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations should contact me immediately so that specific arrangements can be made.  Students with disabilities should be registered with the Office of Disability Services (292-3307).

Academic Misconduct:


To state the obvious, academic misconduct is not allowed and will be reported to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct.  The most common form for misconduct is plagiarism.  Remember that any time you use the ideas or the materials of another person or persons, you must acknowledge in a citation that you have done so.  This includes material that you have found on the Web.

Class  schedule:

Week 1:
Introduction



No Required reading
Week 2:
The 1920s and the Rise of the Nazi Party



Required reading:


Alfred Polgar: “The Defenseless: A Conversation between Men”

(1928)



Film option: Cabaret
Week 3:
Nazi Gender Ideology



Required reading:


Adolf Hitler: “The Role of Women in the Volksgemeinschaft” (1934)


Alice Ruhle-Gerstell: “Back to the Good Old Days?” (1933)



Film option: The Wonderful, Horrible Life of Leni 



Riefenstahl
Week 4:
Women in the Nazi Party



Required reading:



“Nazi Women Pledge Support for God and the Third Reich” (1933)



Ellen Frey: “We Did Love Our Fuhrer, Really!” (1993)


Week 5:
Gender and Nazi Social Policies



Required reading:



“Ten Commandments for the Choice of a Spouse” (1934)



“Decree on Marriage, the Functions of Sex, Motherhood, and



Parenthood” (1939)



“Decree on Marriage Loans” (1933)



“Mothering Sunday” (1939)

Week 6:
Women and Nazi Racial Policies
 


Required reading:



Adolph Hitler: “Nation and Race” (1927)


“The Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honor” 


(1935)

Week 7:
German Women at War


Required reading:



The Nazi Women’s League: “New Career Opportunities for Women”

 (1939)



Louise Willbourn: “Life on the Home Front” (1990)



Film option: Aimee and Jaguar
Week 8:
Victims, Perpetrators and Bystanders
Required reading:



Anna Rigl: “On Megalomaniacs and Little People” (1993)


Film options: The Nazi Officer’s Wife or The Black Book
Week 9:
Women and the Holocaust


Required reading:



Ruth Nebel: “The Story of Ruth” (1985)


Charlotte Muller: “Solidarity and Survival” (1993)



Film options: Anne Frank Remembered or My Knees Were Jumping 


Sophie’s Choice
Week 10:
Women and Gender in the Aftermath of World War II



No required reading.


Film options: The Reader or Watermarks
